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Impostors of Christianity IX
Attributes of God
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.
To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  So far we have insisted upon the following for real Christianity:

1.) Jesus is and was God.  He did not become a god by living a “good” life.

2.) Jesus lived a perfect sinless life.  His sinlessness could then be put into the account of His chosen people.

3.) Jesus physically died on the cross and on that cross the sins of His chosen people were put into His account so that He specifically died for those sins.

4.) Jesus was physically resurrected from the dead as proof of the above.  The resulting double imputation (item 2 and 3) allows for my salvation from the wrath of God.

5.) We worship one God (Trinity concept).

6.) The Holy Spirit is a “He” and an equal part of the Trinity with the Father and the Son.

7.) We must insist upon the real gospel message as revealed in the Bible, which is our only source for the Word of God as revealed to His children.

8.) Beware of false apostles.

9.) Beware of false brethren.

10.) Don’t call a “pernt” a point!
Now we need to talk about some characteristics of God for we could have all of the above coupled with a wrong understanding of God and we would be an impostor.  We are very prone to make God in our image rather than accept that God made us in His image.  For the next few weeks I want to talk about attributes of God and how people often twist those attributes to make “God” more acceptable to them.  Certainly such perversions create impostors of God.  The first attribute of God that I will choose is one that is often twisted: God is love.
1John 4:8 “The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.”

This Scripture verse is certainly very clear and tells us that God is love.  Note that it does not say that love is God.  We develop some really twisted definitions of love and we are not allowed to say that our definition of love is God but rather that God is love.  Since John tells us that God is love this statement means that all God does is done in love.  So since all that God does is done in love we can study what and how God acts and develop a better understanding of love.  Examples could include that He judges in love and so His judgment is perfect.  He will also discipline us in love.  I can remember my mom telling me that she was spanking me because she loved me and therefore did not want me to be acting in some wrong manner.  It was hard for me to understand that she was spanking me because she loved me!  But later I did understand that true love will not let wrong behaviors go unpunished and such a lesson helped me understand better the love of God.  

People have taken the above verse and “run with it” to make up such false concepts as since God is love He would never condemn anyone to Hell.  Such a concept gives rise to the concept of universalism, which states that everyone goes to heaven since God is love and a loving God will not let anyone go to something called Hell.  It will be rather difficult for me to talk about individual traits of God without comparing or coupling them with other traits, but I want to wait until I stop listing and briefly talking about the traits before comparing them and showing them in concert.  For example, in this discussion of God is love I find myself wanting to pair it with the fact that God is righteous for the love of God will never negate the righteousness of God.  But, let us wait for such combinations until later.  
When I was learning the Swedish language a good friend of mine who was a Swede corrected me one time when I said in Swedish: “I love coffee”.  He corrected me by using the Swedish word for “like” rather than “love” and told me that we don’t love things but that we only love people.  That was a great lesson for me in several ways for we Americans say that we love our car, we love our house, we love our yard, etc. and, unfortunately we seem to really mean that we do love those things.  A thing is a thing but a person is special and we need to be careful in our use of our language for we tend to make a reality out of our false use of our language.  

Here are some wonderful Scripture verses for us all to use in meditation as we contemplate this week about God is love and that all we do should also be done in true love.  

Rom 12:10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;

Rom 13:8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.

Eph 4:2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love,

1Thess 3:12 and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all men, just as we also do for you;

1Peter 1:22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,

1Peter 4:8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.

1John 3:23 And this is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.

1John 4:11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

I pray that God will help all of us better understand and apply Christian love to each other.  

